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PROPOSAL FOR A BLACK FAMILY SUMMIT OF NATIONAL BLACK MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS
TO BE SPONSORED BY THE NAACP AND THE NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE MAY 3-5, 1984
The American family over the past decade has undergone dramatic

chan~e.

Marriages, a traditional family mainstay, are being dissolved at the rate
of 1 every 27 seconds - twice the number of a scant decade ago.

In 1983,

married women were 51.4 percent of the workforce as compared with only 32
percent in 1963.

Single parent families rose from 8.5 percent in the 1960 s
1

to almost 21 percent in 1983.

The American f?mily income declined from.$29,149

in 1973 to $27,450 in constant 1983 dollars after inflation.

The income

ratio, as well as the dramatic change in family structure was a_ffected by race.
Black families have always earned less than white families.

In 1971

the median income for blacks was 56 oercent ($13,270) that of whites
($23,520).

In 1981, 43 percent of blacks had incomes of $10,000 or less.

Seventy percent of all poor black families were headed b.v females in 1981
as contrasted to 56

o~rcent

in 1970.

Persistent inflation and a stagnant economy has taken its toll on
American families and again, black families are the hardest hit.

Une.rnol.o.v-

ment, the bv-oroduct of an ailina economy. has had a disproportionate impact
on the black family.

Black unemployment has consistently remained twice

that of whites - 18.9 percent in 1982 compared to 8.6 percent for whites.
1972 rates were 10.3 percent and 5 percent respectivelv.

Teenage unemployment

for blacks reaches crisis proportions of 48 percent in 1982 compared with
20.4 percent for whites of the same age.
More than half of the pirths to black women (55%) occurred out of wedlock
in 1980 (the latest compiled data} comp1ired with 11 percent for whites.
Eiahtv-one percent (81%} of all white children lived in two parent homes,
while only 41 percent of black children did so in 1982.
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This is. accelerated in many areas. by public policy which refuses to
proyide aid to families with dependent children if an adult ma.l e is in
the home.
The status of health amon9 blacks is below oaritv with whitRs in mnst
cateaories.

The Environment, economic status, erlucn.tion

clas~ ~nrl

socin1

status as well as heredity have oroduced sianificant neoative effects b0th
directly and indirectly.

The mortality rate for black infants in lq7R (?.l.R

deaths per 1000 live births) was almost twice as hi9h as that for white
infants (11.4 death per 1000 live births).
Blacks still lag behind whites in educational attainment and the number
of elementary and secondary dropouts and pushouts far exceeds that of whites.
There is pervasive and unrelenting poverty in practically every region
of the country.

Thirty-four percent (34%) of blacks live in poverty,

compared with 11 percent whites (1981 figures).
Researchers are divided in their analysis of the significance of the
trends but all conclude that there is a crisis in black families.
Harriet Pipes McAdoo , in her recently published work, Black Families
opined:
"Given both the complexity of the difficulties that
burden black families and the traditional intrasigence
of white-controlled public policy to those concerns,
only a massive and concerted effort will ever success fully address-and redress-the inadequacies of programs
and policies.
"Groups and i ndividuals with a national presence or voice
have a prime responsibility to develop, define, and
articulate a cohert and relevant philosophy that both
answers the needs of black families and can be expressed
convincingly to policy-makers on all levels ... National
groups must serve a coordinating role by informing
and training local advocates on issues and targets
while simultaneously channeling local concerns to
national policy-makers."
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Proposal
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) and the National Urban League (NUL) propose to convene a Surrrnit
of leaders of national black membership organizations.

In convening

the Black Family Summit, the two organizations will bring together the
institutional resources of the black community to examine the crisis
situation facing many black families and to map out strategies that
assure family survival.
The NAACP is the oldest and largest civil rights organization and
has been in the forefront of black advancement for 75 years.

The National

Urban League, a 74-year-old organization has been prominent in the serviceproviding field.

The prestige and demonstrated expertise of these two

institutions in specific areas of black advancement and equal opportunity
will legitimate the urgency of a comprehensive strategy for tackling the
multi-faceted problems disproportionately and adversely having an impact
on black families.
There is a crisis in black families.

That crisis must be addressed

by the black community itself as well as by public policy-makers .
The Surrrnit call has been extended to the national institutional resources of the black corrrnunity, i.e., religious, social, fraternal, civic,
professional and financial groups to expl ore solutions for strengthening
black families and to offset the trends highlighted by the raw data regarding black families.
The Summit will be held at Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee,
a 117 year old black educational institution.

Between 200 and 300 par-

ticipants are expected. The Summit will be a working conference to establish
priorities and map out strategies for preserving the strengths of black
families.

The conference will address issues of unemployment, education,

family structure (including single parent families, teenage pregnancies,

- 4 patterns of child rearing and socialization), housing, the black aged,
health, crime and violence, and economic security.
Pre-conference materials, including charges identifying issues to
be covered in each workgroup will be mailed to all participants.
Methodology
The Conference will be designed around 10 topical workgroups.

Parti-

cipants will be pre-assigned, for cross fertilization, in workgroups of
20 to 30 persons; who will remain in their pre-assigned workgroups throughout the conference; except for the final session which will be devoted to
a "sharing out" from each workgroup to the entire conference.

Each workgroup

will be staffed by an acknowledged expert as facilitator in the specific
issue area and at least one additional expert to serve as resource support.
The workgroups will meet in separate sessions on Thursday evening, all day
Friday and for 2 hours Saturday morning.

At four of the five plenary sessions,

a national leader or expert on black families or facet thereof, will set the
tone for one principal area of concern.

In addition, to "sharing out,

11

the

final plenary session will be devoted to establishing an interorganizational
network and/or linkages.
Electronic recording equipment will be used in each work session and
the plenary sessions.

Summaries of group discussions will be prepared each

evening for use by the group the next day.

The Summit's recommendations as

perceived by each workgroup will be disseminated to each conferee during the
final session of the conference.
An editor will be employed for a six-month period to pull together the
conference proceedings and Phase II documents in a cohert piece for publication .
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Charges, identifying the purpose of the conference and the parameters
of the discussion for each workgroup will be mailed to each conferee in
advance of the Summit.
Proposed solutions for easing the crises in black families are expected
outcomes of the Summit.

These will include policy options and the

establishment of an interorganizational network or linkages to implement
summit recommendations.

Presenters
Persons invited to serve either as facilitators and/or to prepare
background papers include:

Dr. Harriett Pipes-McAdoo, School of Social

Work, Howard University; Dr. James Comer, Professor of Psychiatry, Child
Study Center and Associate Dean of the Medical School, Yale University;
Ms. Evelyn K. Moore, Executive Director, National Black Child Development
Institute; Dr . Wade W. Nobles , Executive Director, Institute for the Advanced
Study of Black Family Life and Culture; Dr. Asa Hilliard, Callaway Professor
of Urban Education, Georgia State College; Mr. Lee Brown, Police Commissioner,
Houston, Texas; Dr. Eloise Cornelius, Jane Addams, School of Social Work,
University of Illinois, Chicago Circle Campus; Dr. Robert B. Hill, Senior
Research Associate, Social Science Institute, Dr. Anna Harvin Grant, Departme nt of Sociology, Morehouse College.

r
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The May 3-5 Surrmit is Phase I of a two-phase thrust during 1984.
As a follow-up to the Black Summit, the co-conveners will hold six
or seven regional conferences in cluster states of the West Coast,
Southeast, Southwest, Mid-West, Eastern Seaboard and the Mid-Atlantic.
The purpose of the mini-conference will be to aid and instruct the newly
formed interorganizational network of

member~hip

organizations in methods

for implementing its commitment to action by transmitting Summit recommendations, goals, strategies, and plans to the local level.

Additionally,

Phase II will link together the many local organizations and affiliates
of national organizations .

